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ACCESSORY STRUCTURE 
 
 
 

 
 
Setbacks  
Verify setbacks in the zoning district the proposed structure is to be located in. 
 
Credit River Zoning Ordinance 4-3-9 Accessory Buildings and Structures 
 

1. Residential Districts. 
 

a. No accessory building shall exceed the height in the respective zoning district. 
 
b. One (1) accessory building, not to exceed two hundred (200) square feet of floor area, shall 

be allowed and is not required to meet accessory structure setbacks and shall be permitted 
in addition to the allowed square footage of accessory building size. 
 

c. One (1) three-sided animal shelter shall be allowed for horses and other livestock uses on 
parcels 10 acres or greater, and shall be exempted from detached accessory building area 
calculations up to 288 square feet. Any animal shelter no longer used for housing animals 
shall be removed from the property and at no time shall be used for other storage. 

 
d. No accessory building permit shall be issued on a lot until the foundation for the principal 

building to which it is accessory is complete. 
 

e. Parcels having existing accessory structures at or above the maximum square footage may 
be issued a permit to construct a new accessory structure if a financial guarantee is provided 
to ensure removal of other accessory structures to come into compliance with this 
Ordinance. Other accessory structures shall be removed within sixty (60) days of final 
inspection approval. 

 
The financial guarantee amount shall be ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or acceptable 
amount based on a submitted demolition and removal estimate at discretion or and subject 
to review by the Zoning Administrator. 

 
2. Residential Accessory Buildings. 

 



a. Detached accessory structures, individual and combined, shall be subject to the 
maximums listed in the following table.   

 
Lot Size Maximum 

Building Area 
Maximum 
Building Height 

Less than 1/2 acre 200 square feet 15 feet 
½ acre to .99 acres 1,000 square feet 15 feet 
1 – 1.99 acres 1,600 square feet 18 feet  
2 – 4.99 acres 3,000 square feet 20 feet 
5 – 7.99 acres 3,600 square feet 20 feet 
8 – 9.99 acres 4,000 square feet 24 feet 
10 – 19.99 acres 5,000 square feet 24 feet 
20 – 39.99 acres 6,000 square feet 24 feet 
40 or more acres 6,000 square feet for the first 40 acres, and 

1,250 square feet for each additional 10 acres 
located within the same tax parcel 

24 feet 

 
Exceptions:  Existing or proposed agricultural buildings currently used for agricultural 

purposes. 
b. Attached Garages.  The maximum floor area for attached garages shall be the greater of 

eight hundred (800) square feet or a footprint equal to the footprint of the principal 
building. 

c. No accessory building shall exceed the height of the principal building except by 
conditional use permit. 

d. Outside wall dimensions will be used to determine maximum building area, except 
where a roof projects out greater than two (2) feet from the side wall, roof area will be 
used to determine maximum building area. 

 
3. Commercial and Industrial Districts.  No accessory building shall exceed the height of the 

principal building except by conditional use permit. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
* The informa�on presented on this sheet is a summary of the uses and performance standards as set forth in the 
Credit River Zoning Ordinance and is for reference purposes only.  If there is a conflict between this handout and the 
adopted ordinances, the ordinances shall apply.   Other ordinance provisions also likely apply to the development and 
use of any given property.  The official zoning regula�ons can be found on the Credit River website: 
htps://creditrivermn.gov/planning/default.html 

 

 

  


