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ICaucus crowds

reflect changes
in Credit
River Township

By Mike Kaszuba
Staff Writer

Only 5 miles of two-lane road
wﬁn ted Credit River Tcmmlnp s
DFL and Independent-Repul

caucus sites T\mdny night. Bul l.he

istance between
measured in miles.

The DFLers caucused last night at
the old town hall, parked in the mud
and wore flannel shirts.

‘The Independent-Republicans, in
contrast, met in a mmuu scl
wore color-coordinated j

outfits and business suits md talked
of getting home to pay baby sitters.

Jeffand Dianne Frick, both un.
Republicans, moved to a
ivision in Credit River last
pm nn.ha new mln'lunn from
b Wer m‘?‘a
p “We're
Republicans,” said Jeff Fr!d(. “We
wanted to have more of a rural
atmosphere.”

The newcomers in the suburban
homes are lawyers and teachers, not
farmers. The

throwbacks to It Democrats,
Iuvc trouble connecting with
Reagan-era Republicans.

Last night, the Democrats in Credit

River wanted Io abolish registration

with  system,
l o lbomwn and
punishment. The

lndmm-kmbhum voted for

minutes uwly.md Prior Lake,
Burnsville and Lakeville are closing
in from the west, north and east.

New homes are popping up in the

wwnxhp.mnuynmuonl%m
lots and owned by city people who

want country living and room for a

he (IS lllﬂnde-f:m
h::ﬂ.( o Sclumlz. a Scott

of the hip's 2
miles of roads remain unpnved.

Staff Photos by Jeff Wheeler n
Drew read his resolution calling for abolishment of the Selective Service system at a DFL caucus in
River Township. The resolution was adopted.

‘The township's board is still
controlled by farmers. Two of m
three mem| and Jol

developers who are building the
homes for suburbanites have to go
before the board for approval.

“We're growing less corn; we're
growing more homes,” sighed Kane,
51, who farms on his grandfather's
‘homestead. “It’s disappointing to see

it, for me. I'm a pretty agriculturally
dedicated person.”

For entertainment, the farmers with
long memories still talk about Vince
Mahoney, once justice of the peace.
Mahoney was a certified Credit Rlver
Township character. He once handed
down a decision voiding the Federal
Reserve ACL held court in a drafty
barn, used a horseshoe for a gavel
and sat on an inverted mllk un in
his bib and coveralls. St

through the barn during court.

The farmers know, however, that
their day soon will pass, and so do

the Independent-Republicans. “They.

represent the traditional farmers that
.. have always controlled the town
" said Larry Dyb, a local
Independent-Republican precinct
chairman. *(But) as the population
builds, the simple township
(mcmment) is not going to be
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