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“The mouse that roared,” is
.how one Credit River Township
resident described the 136-21
vote of homeowners Tuesday
night to pursue action to secede
from Scott County.

Almost 100 homeowners in the
township, which lies directly
south of Savage on the Dakota
County border, have been at odds
with county officials since they
learned last February that 360
acres of nearby farmland is one
of six proposed county landfill
sites.

Voters said the informal refer-
endum, prompted by what they
allege is the county's lack of re-
sponse to their concern, is more a
way of dramatizing their opposi-
tion than an indication they actu-
ally want to leave Scott County.

“People really don't want to
secede,” said Bud Larson, one of
the homeowners whose property
borders the proposed site. “What
we do want to do is get people
like yourself out here to ask
tough questions, because Scott
County officials certainly aren't
responding to us."

Carol Ripley, another Credit
River resident, agreed. “I voted
to secede just to let them know
we really are concerned about
his. But it’s not something that’s
50 far out that it couldn't happen
f they don't start to listen.”
Since the homeowners orga-
nized the Anti-Landfill Commit-
ee more than three months ago,
he County Board of Commis-
sioners and the task force in
harge of recommending possible
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landfill sites have been subjected
to a highly organized campaign
against the Credit River location.
It is 360 acres of land owned and

farmed by Prior Lake resident process

Vince Speiker that the county
task fe

sanitary landfill force has the

listed as one of six possible sites.
The property is within three-
quarters of a mile of 92 homes,

whose occupants are concerned the

about water pollution, property
values, and traffic, debris, rodent
and odor problems if a landfill
goes in.

Under the 1980 state Waste
Management Act, each of the
seven metropolitan counties must
submit five landfill sites to the
state Pollution Control Agency
and the Metropolitan Council for
public review. The sites probably
will be reviews the Metro
Council in June, which means
Scott County must eliminate one
of its six by then.

The suitable sites are then vot-
ed upon by the respective count,
boards of commissioners, witl
the Met Council deciding by early
1983 how many landfills each
county needs through the year
2000. Finally, the county makes
the final determination of which
sites to use.

Members of the Anti-Landfill
Committee fear the Credit River

g it througl steps.
Speiker volunteered the propert;
for a privately run count;

y land!
last summer, an offer which ™

n residents are concerned
makes the site particularly at-
tractive to the landfill task force.
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